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FOUNTAINGROVE Il
’# é OPEN SPACE MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION

February 1, 2011

Community Development Department
City of Santa Rosa

100 Santa Rosa Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Attn: William Rose

Dear Bill:

Following is the Annual Report due February 1, 2011 by the Fountaingrove I Open Space Maintenance
Association that is prepared per Section 10 of the Fountaingrove II Design Program for Open Space
Management as amended April 15, 2010. Accompanying this report is a check in the amount of $628.00,
which covers the annual tree permit fee of $575.00 plus a $53.00 processing fee.

This report will be made available to the 591 resident members of the Fountaingrove II Open Space
Maintenance Association (OSMA), and the general public, on its website www. Fountaingrovell com.

This report details OSMA’s Open Space management efforts during 2010 with regards to meeting its
obligations for managing open space as outlined in the Design Program, including those for sensitive
plants, fire safety, removal of trees and environmental and habitat concerns of plants and animals. The
report discusses OSMA'’s efforts undertaken, and the results, any problems encountered and how they are
to be resolved, and projected tasks for 2011 and future years.

This Annual Report is accompanied by a certification, under penalty of perjury, by an authorized
Director of OSMA, that the Annual Report represents a complete and accurate report of all major issues
required to be disclosed for the year, and it includes attachments of all reports with the required
certifications from Qualified Authorities regarding the cutting, removal or alteration of any standing
trees.

The Report will discuss the management issues OSMA addressed or encountered for the Plan Elements of
the Design Program, which are:

1. Sensitive Plant Management, including revegetation of Common Open Space landscape areas
2. Tree Preservation and Visual Screening from Valley Floor

3. Woodland Management

4. Grassland Management

5. Chaparral Management

6. Exotic and Noxious Vegetation

7. Wildlife Management

8. Fire and Fuel Management

9. Erosion and Sedimentation Control

10. Annual Reporting and Communication to its Association Members and the extended community
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The Report will discuss achievements and issues it encountered with the above Plan Elements as OSMA
managed towards the following Objectives of the Design Program:

1. To retain a maximum of the natural values embodied in the site's existing vegetation and
associated wildlife.

2. To preserve existing resource features of concern and restore or enhance selected communities
and habitats.

3. To preserve the visual quality of the natural landscape in open space areas considering views
from offsite as well as onsite.

4. To minimize the potential fire hazard associated with the open space/development interface.

To control erosion in areas where it occurs currently and to minimize the potential for future
erosion.

6. To provide for certain recreational uses, such as hiking, consistent with the other natural resource
protection and management objectives.

Management of Plan Element 10 — Communications
OSMA Recognizes the Importance of Communication to Accomplish its Objectives

Although it is the last chronological element listed in the Design Program, OSMA realizes the importance
of having clear and frequent communications with its residents and community, in order to convey its
message and accomplish its stated objectives. In this regard, it has implemented the following:

1. Newsletters have been a means to communicate since the OSMA became active in 2002.

2. E-mail updates have become more predominant, and will continue to be the principal means of

directing communications quickly. OSMA has over 250 e-mail addresses that receive

communications on OSMA matters, as well as alerts about vandalism or crime in the community.

Special updates are mailed to residents, such as the one referenced as Exhibit A.

OSMA launched a new website in June 2010 that was developed with professional help. It

contains information about OSMA and includes copies of all legal documents, newsletters,

Fountaingrove II’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and many important or

informational topics on FGII and how it relates to OSMA’s role in responsibly managing the

Open Space in a balanced manner considering both environmental and fire safety concerns.

5. Annual Firewise Meetings held on October 27, 2010 in connection with its Annual Meeting, a
copy of these minutes are attached as Exhibit B.

6. A concise and informative Mission Statement that is on the front page of its website, which is
supported by supplemental mission statements due to the complexity of OSMA’s responsibilities.

7. Procedures to ensure annual budgets, measured against forecasts, and annual financial statements
are provided to its association members as prescribed by governing documents. Annual Meetings
are held where members of the association can review these reports with the OSMA Board.

B w

OSMA Mission Statement

Fountaingrove Il Open Space Maintenance Association (OSMA) is charged with responsibly
managing its Wildland Urban Interface as a scenic treasure, balancing preservation of a self sustainable
environment of native vegetation and habitat, with the concerns of fire safety for the Community. It must
also protect rare indigenous plants, and promote native plants in the revegetation of its landscaped parcels
that transition residences to the Open Space Wildlands.
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Management of Plan Element 1 — Sensitive Plants and Landscape Revegetation

OSMA Board Approves Using Only Native Plants on Open Space Parcels within Wildlands
and Landscaped Areas

The OSMA Board thoroughly reviewed its governing legal documents as part of its process to amend the
Design Program with a Use Permit in 2010. During this review, the Board reached the conclusion that the
intent of the Design Program was to require native plants in all Open Space Parcels, including the
landscaped ones. The Board approved a Policy at a February 9, 2010 meeting that required all future
plantings in Fountaingrove IT (FGII) Open Space to be from the native plants listed on Appendix A of the
Design Program. This action was not only a good step towards maintaining the heritage of FGII, but it
will pay financial returns by allowing OSMA to reduce its needs for irrigation of plantings in its
landscaped areas.

February 2010 Planting of Cuttings Taken from 2008 - 2009:
The February 2010 plantings were placed in several landscaped areas in Open Space to ensure a better

evaluation of the plants’ performance, and ensure that some natural or human management error did not
skew OSMAs initial testing of cuttings. The plants were placed in the following areas:

# Rincon # Rincon

Area of Planting Manzanita Ceanothus
FGII East

Rincon Ridge, north of Sedgemoore 29 29
Fountaingrove Parkway, N. of Boulder Point 31 10
Total FGII East 60 39
FGII West

Darlington Ct. 20 19
Bellagio Ct. 10 0
Incantare Ct. 10 3
Total FGII West 40 22
Total East and West 100 61

In 2010, the OSMA Board took additional cuttings of the endangered Rincon Manzanita and Rincon
Ceanothus. Cal Flora, Jail Industries and Heron Fox Farms were employed to grow the cuttings.

#
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Management of Plan Element 1 — Sensitive Plants and Landscape Revegetation (continued)

The following is the status and lessons learned from the initial test plantings by OSMA:

1. The program was very successful with the Rincon Manzanita, but the monitoring showed the
following:

a. Plantings on level surfaces in the East were getting too much water, and the landscape
vendor was instructed to shutoff one of the two emitters they had installed to water the
plants during their first couple years in the ground.

b. The landscape vendor in the West had not turned on the water early enough, and the
plants were dying from lack of water where they were planted on steep slopes

c. Lesson learned is that closer surveillance is needed by OSMA and/or its vendors during
the first few months that the cuttings are planted in the ground.

d. Of the 100 Manzanita planted, nearly all are growing and healthy.

2. The Rincon Ceanothus struggled in most places where it was planted, as it is a more sensitive
plant. Of the 61 plantings, approximately 50% survived. More study is needed to determine if the
poorer results were due to natural causes, poor soil, or if better maintenance would produce better
results.

In December 2010, OSMA revegetated an area along the East side of Parker Hill extending from behind
the homes on Darlington Court and Giorno Court. Three hundred forty-eight California native plants
were installed: 112 Rincon Manzanita, 5 Ceanothus Frosty Blue, 1 Ceanothus Louis Edmunds, 2
Ceanothus Skylark, 59 Rincon Ceanothus, 11 Western Redbud, 8 Toyon, 29 Coffeeberry, 9 Red
Flowering Currant, 16 Dwarf Oregon Grape, 48 Creeping Mahonia, 30 Blue-eyed Grass, 12 Sticky
Monkey, 2 California Buckeye, 2 Coast Live Oak, 2 Valley Oak. All of the Rincon Manzanita and
Rincon Ceanothus were provided from OSMA’s propagated plants.

OSMA propagated plants installed in 2010 from cuttings taken in prior years were as follows:

Rincon Manzanita 212
Rincon Ceanothus 120
Total Special Status Plantings 332

2010 Cuttings Taken for Installation in 2011:

In 2010, OSMA took the following approximate number of cuttings to be grown at three selected vendors
participating in the propagation growing program for OSMA:

Total #

Native Plant Species Cuttings Cal Flora Jail Industries Heron Fox Farms
Rincon Manzanita 350 100 150 100
Rincon Ceanothus 325 75 150 100

Wavy Leaf Ceanothus 50 25 25

Coffeeberry 95 15 20 60
Toyon 10 10

Total All Species 830 215 355 260
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Management of Plan Element 1 — Sensitive Plants and Landscape Revegetation (continued)

2011 and Beyond:

Based upon its initial success, OSMA believes it will have a long term plan to continue to propagate
native plants for new and replacement plantings in Open Space.

Management of Plan Element 2 — Tree Preservation and Protection of Views from Valley Floor

OSMA has a policy to not allow any cutting or alteration of trees for the sole purpose of view. This is
strictly enforced, whether the view is from residences of the Fountaingrove II development towards to
valley floor or other locations within Fountaingrove II, or if the view is from the valley floor looking
towards the ridgeline of Fountaingrove I1. OSMA has developed policies with an objective to restrict the
use of Open Space to foot traffic only. It has published a list of its Policies and its Schedule of Fines,
which it has provided to all homeowners, plus it has published these Policies on its website.

OSMA monitors its Open Space. If it discovers any instance of illegal pruning of plants or trees, it
investigates and levies fines according to the magnitude of the damage. OSMA’s Schedule of Fines and
Enforcement Policy, revised May 19, 2010, is attached as Exhibit C.

Management of Plan Element 3 — Woodland Management
Changes to Open Space Management Program by Use Permit Approved on April 15, 2010

Woodland Management is one of OSMAs key responsibilities because it must manage over 200 acres of
wildlands and firebreaks in both an environmental and fire safe manner. It follows the guidelines of its
Use Permit and Design Program for managing Open Space that was adopted by the City of Santa Rosa on
April 17, 1992 and amended on April 15, 2010. OSMA must also follow State and Federal laws that
require the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) of FGII comply with fuel management standards of a
designated Very High Fire Severity Hazard Zone.

The Minor Use Permit OSMA received from the Santa Rosa Community Development Department on
April 15, 2010 amended the Design Program for managing Fountaingrove Il Open Space to permit
cutting or removal of dead trees, or live Douglas firs up to 18” DBH (Diameter at Breast Height), if they
were deemed a fire or safety hazard by a Qualified Authority (QA). The Design Program stipulated the
QA must certify under penalty of perjury that their recommendations followed the guidelines of the

Design Program.

The amendment of the Design Program followed over two years of study of the safety issues with trees by
OSMA, and nearly a year of communications with the Community Development Department to reach a
workable conclusion on how OSMA could effectively manage its unique property to satisfy both the
environmental and fire safety concerns. The amended Design Program provides OSMA the ability to
manage its trees for safety purposes on an annual reporting basis, but requires it have certifications under
penalty of perjury by: (1) the Qualified Authority recommending tree removals, (2) Habitat Council
opinions if work was done during nesting season, and (3) the OSMA Board, or its authorized
representative when this Annual Report is submitted.
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Management of Plan Element 3 —- Woodland Management
Changes to Open Space Management Program by Use Permit Approved on April 15, 2010 (continued)

The Use Permit and amended Design Program clarified the original Fountaingrove Il Open Space
Management Program drafted two decades ago, and took into account conditions that did not exist, or
were not envisioned at that time. The original guidelines were written before residential construction
commenced in FGII, and required an update for changed circumstances. Such changes include the
mortality of trees impacted by: (1) diseases such as sudden oak death syndrome or the fungus and beetles
attacking Douglas firs, (2) global warming/climate change, and (3) the impact construction has had on the
surrounding Open Space environment. Another change is the documented fact that the Douglas fir has
evolved to be considered an invasive species in the US forests. In large part this is because the growth and
spread of the Douglas fir is no longer controlled by natural forest fires that occurred historically every 2 to
15 years (average 7 year cycle) in a wildland environment.

During the past several years, OSMA has developed detailed Forest Management Practices to oversee and
provide direction to its obligations for Open Space which includes: (1) 201.7 acres of wildland forests and
firebreaks and (2) approximately 20 acres of landscaped area planted with predominantly native plants
and watered by drip irrigation. The Open Space, located within the City Limits of Santa Rosa, is unique in
that it has no manicured lawn areas. OSMA is obligated to protect certain sensitive plants indigenous to
the area, and to only plant native plants in designated areas. It is the largest such Open Space entity in
Santa Rosa.

This Use Permit will help make Santa Rosa a safer place to live, plus ensure procedures are in place to
manage concerns for fire safety, environmental beauty, and the forest habitat for future generations to
enjoy. All tree work under the Use Permit requires the recommendation of a Qualified Authority. This
Use Permit allows cutting of trees:

1. Which are dead, whether they were located: (1) in landscaped areas alongside streets and
residences, (2) in 100 firebreaks or natural areas near residences, streets or private or public
property owners who are not residents of FGII, or (3) in the wildlands outside the firebreaks.
Trees can also be cut for safety issues to prevent injury to people, pets, residences and other
property that could be impacted such as vehicles, fences, etc.

2. Which are live Douglas firs that represent fire safety issues such as being fuel ladders, or are too
dense because of inadequate crown-to-crown separation. Trees up to 18” DBH can be cut, but
only 10 trees per acre can exceed 12” DBH.

3. Which are diseased or dying, so the diseases will not spread to nearby healthy trees. The amended
Design Program allows such work in the wildlands but not within the firebreaks or landscaped
areas. This technical drafting error means that OSMA must obtain a separate tree permit for these
trees, or wait until they die and then be legally cut under the Design Program. OSMA would like
the Community Development Department to consider modifications to make cutting of diseased
trees a uniform procedure, and as currently allowed in the wildlands.

In making the change to allow cutting of certain trees, severe restrictions were placed on the practices

and procedures:

Certifications under penalty of perjury were required as indicated above.

Habitat dates and procedures were formalized.

If dead trees were being cut, two dead trees per acres were to be left as snags for habitat, with at least

half being 16” DBH or greater.

Erosion concerns were required to be considered when removing trees.

Procedures reaffirmed that no trees would be cut or altered for the sole purpose of enhancing views.

A Certified Annual Report would be submitted by February 1% of each year.

Cutting of live trees in excess of 6” was limited to Douglas firs, with the exception of diseased trees in

the wildlands.

e e e e e
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Management of Plan Element 3 — Woodland Management (continued)
Establishing a Plan to Manage Trees under the Revised Use Permit and Design Program

In April 2008, OSMA completed a census of over 200 dead trees that were within or adjacent to its
firebreaks. OSMA started reviewing selected areas of the Open Space with tree vendors that could
perform the tree work and provide a Qualified Authority opinion from a licensed arborist to provide an
appraisal of any action to be taken on trees. During this process, OSMA evaluated the software available
to do the tracking tree work and GPS devices to identify the locations of trees. This analysis revealed that
local tree companies were not effectively using such software and hardware, and that there were
limitations and drawbacks to available options that would produce data in an acceptable format that could
be compiled to support its Annual Report on work done on trees in FGII Open Space.

In July 2010, the OSMA Board and its Fire and Safety Team had onsite interviews with Urban Forestry
Associates, Inc (UFA). The purpose was to obtain the best possible advice for its management of the
Open Space from both a fire safety and forest health standpoint. The OSMA Board engaged UFA to do a
Tree failure and Fire Hazard Assessment and Mitigation Plan for a project it labeled as 4241 Chanate. On
August 13, 2010 UFA delivered their report for 4241 Chanate, and OSMA had the work performed to its
specifications by Sandborn Tree Services, Inc.

Based upon the satisfactory work on the 4241 Chanate Project, OSMA hired UFA on a time and materials
basis to review several areas of FGII for issues with trees. The process was for OSMA to work with UFA
in marking the trees that were to be cut or limbed. This process included the following procedures:
UFA identified trees needing work
The tree was usually provided a number and its DBH was recorded
While onsite, the Forester/arborist would transcribe his notes into a recorder
The DBH of the tree was taken by a Forestry Assistant of UFA during the recording process
Trees were painted with a number (normally blue paint)
Trees to be removed had a red dot placed at the base of its trunk
Trees to be limbed up had a green dot placed at the base of its trunk
Habitat Trees were given a number and were provided a color code dot (usually yellow)
The Notes of UFA were transcribed into a report that would suffice as a tool:
a. To follow up on action items such as required tree permits or permission for removals
b. To be a working tool for vendors to provide quotes for RFP solicited to do tree work
¢. To be the Exhibit that the Qualified Authority could refer to for all work done on trees
between July and December 2010

DN AW~

Map and Firebreak Abbreviations:

The Map included in the Design Program which is a shared Exhibit of OSMA’s Annual Report and
UFA’s Certification reports show the location of the firebreaks where the tree work was performed in
Year 2010. There are 15 designated firebreaks by OSMA, and they are abbreviated on the Map and this
Annual Report and UFA Qualified Authority Report as FB1 — FB15, as applicable to where the work was

performed.

Certification of Qualified Authority for tree work performed by OSMA in Year 2010:

All tree work performed by OSMA in 2010 was recommended by a Qualified Authority and was
conducted under the authority of the existing Use Permit and Design Program for Fountaingrove 1l Open
Space. The Certifications of Urban Forestry Associates, Inc. (UFA) are attached as Exhibit D to this
Annual Report of OSMA. The UFA Report has 7 Exhibits and they are referenced herein to facilitate the
understanding of the compilation of the data for this Annual Report.
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Management of Plan Element 3 — Woodland Management (continued)
Summary of Tree Work Done in FGII during Year 2010

The following tree work was completed in 2010:
1. Area behind 4241 Chanate
2. High Risk Hazard (Danger) trees in Firebreaks 2, 3, 10, 13 and 14
3. Fuel reduction of excessive Douglas firs in Firebreaks 2, 3 and 14

Trees were evaluated with prescription notes of UFA in Firebreaks 3, 4, 5, 10 and 13. These notes will be
used for vendor work to be done in 2011, and are incorporated as part of OSMA’s Annual Report for
2010.

Following is 2 summary of Trees Removed for Fire Safety or Hazard by DBH and species:

Total Snag
Species <6” DBH 6”-9" 9.1”-119" 12”-17.9” >18" Removed Count
Douglas fir
Fire Mitigation 16 44 21 6 3 90 15
Hazard 2 5 8 15
Oak
Fire Mitigation 6 1 7
Hazard 1 1 2
Madrone
Fire Mitigation 2 2 4
Hazard | 1 3 1 6
Eucalyptus 9 9
Total for year 33 46 25 17 12 133 15
Use Permit Authority 129
Fire Department Approval 4

Of these recommended tree removals by UFA, 129 were within the guidelines of the existing Use Permit and
Design Program for Fountaingrove I Open Space, and 4 were removed with the permission of Scott Moon,
Senior Fire Inspector, Fire Prevention Bureau, Santa Rosa Fire Department. See Exhibit 6 of Urban Forestry
Associates Inc. (UFA) attached Report for the professional opinion reports prepared for the 4 trees approved
for removal by Santa Rosa Fire.

“
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Hazard Trees Removed for Safety Reasons

Twenty three trees posing serious potential threats to personal property and human safety were identified and
removed. The table below summarizes the area and authority for these approvals:

3 2 3 ok o o o o o sk ok ok Number OfTreeS Fkkkkkkkkkkkdkk Removal
Location of Tree Area Status Madrone Oak Fir Other Total Authority
In Fire Break FB10 Dead 2 2 Use Permit
Over Fire Road FB13 Dead 1 5 6 Use Permit
Over Fire Road FB13 Disease 2 2 4 Use Permit
Near Fire Road FB3  Dead 3 3 Use Permit
Near Rincon Ridge FB2 Live 1 1 Santa Rosa Fire
Behind Orbetello FB14 Disease 2 2 Santa Rosa Fire
Near Deer Trail Ct. FB3 Disease | 1 Santa Rosa Fire
4241 Chanate Disease 3 3 Use Permit
4241 Chanate Dead 1 1 Use Permit
Total Removed 6 2 15 23

Of the 23 hazard tree removals in 2010 covered by this report, 19 trees were allowed by the existing Use
Permit of Fountaingrove II Open Space Maintenance Association. OSMA requested UFA to provide a
separate Hazard Report Assessment for four trees which UFA considered an extreme risk to targets of value,
which included homes, streets, sidewalks, fences, and personal property.

See Exhibits 1 — 7 of UFA’s attached report for more detailed statistics regarding the tree work done in FGII
during Year 2010 by OSMA for Fire Mitigation or Hazard reasons, including statistics of the species, DBH
and geographic location.

Fuel Reduction for Crown to Crown Separation and Diseased Tree Removals

From August through December 2010, Urban Forestry Associates, Inc. (UFA) inspected trees in
firebreaks labeled FB2, FB3, FB4, FB5, FB10, FB13 and FB14. Notes were taken by UFA to prepare
prescriptions of the work to be done on trees. Their recommendations and assessments addressed both fire
safety and forest health issues. As such, their prescription notes included trees that OSMA could treat
under its Use Permit and Design Program on an Annual Reporting basis, as well as identifying issues
such as: (1) trees in decline or with apparent disease to monitor; (2) trees that required permits or
permissions to remove because of their size or species; and (3) notes for vendors to observe such as
danger situations with hangers, ground wasps, yellow jackets, or widow-makers.

The assessments and recommendations for FB2 and FB14 were completed by November 2010, and
incorporated into formal Requests for Proposals (RFPs) solicited from three tree companies. Sanborn Tree
Services, Inc. was selected to do the work, which was completed before the end of December. The RFP
for FB2 that will be posted on OSMA’s website within 60 days of this report will show the procedures
OSMA followed to manage the cycle of tree work to completion with its vendors.

The details of the tree removals for fuel reduction or disease are included on Exhibits 1 — 5 of UFA’s
attached report, including statistics by area, species and DBH.
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Management of Plan Element 3 — Woodland Management (continued)
Objectives for Tree Removal in FB14:

The trees removed in FB14 were all very close to the fence lines behind Orbetello Court. Two danger
trees were removed in this same area with the permission of Santa Rosa Fire. Their structural failure
issues were probably from construction damage when building a large rock water easement that
sandwiched these trees between the drainage area and the fence on the lot lines. The live trees were small,
but represented future safety issues because they could fall on the rear yards of homes.

Objectives for Tree Removal in FB2:

The objectives of this Project were to: (1) remove trees for safety reasons, (2) remove excess live or dead
Douglas fir trees that are too numerous for a fire safe environment, (3) remove all Douglas fir seedlings
and saplings, unless OSMA has indicated they should be left in place, (4) limb up all trees to 10” from
the ground, size permitting, (5) create more biodiversity for the area by enabling the Oaks and Madrones
to regain their historical representation in the environment, (6) protect the beauty of the park-like setting
of the area, (7) ensure work on the Project does not injure desirable native plants, or create erosion issues,
(8) reduce the likelihood of a fire moving up or down the slope to spread to adjacent properties (9) follow
the Fountaingrove II Design Program and Use Permit Guidelines, including the requirement that two
habitat trees per acres must exist when tree work is performed in Open Space, and (10) follow the
Prescription Worksheet created by Urban Forestry Associates, Inc., which was attached to the RFP
provided to the vendor who did the tree work. The RFP and its attachments will be posted on OSMA’s
website within 60 days of this report.

Two Douglas firs labeled 7 and 7A on UFA’s prescription notes were diseased and brood trees for
beetles. UFA recommended immediate removal, but this cannot be done in firebreaks without a tree
permit. Thirteen Habitat Trees were created, of which 6 were in excess of 16”. This exceeded the 2 per
acre quote per the Design Program.

Objectives for Tree Removal in 4241 Chanate:

Same as FB2 above, plus remove invasive Eucalyptus and Acacia trees that were on the property. Two
Habitat trees were left after the work was completed. One was an existing dead oak, and the second was
created from a declining Douglas fir that was trimmed into a 40” snag so it would not hit the sidewalk if it

fell.
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Management of Plan Element 3 - Woodland Management (continued)
Lessons Learned in Working with the Amended Design Program

The most serious long term problem encountered working under the amended guidelines was that
diseased trees located within the Landscaped and Firebreak areas could not be removed without additional
permissions. This caused inefficiencies for OSMA and its vendors and added extra costs to solve the
problem of forest health. It was the opinion of UFA that diseased and dying trees should be provided a
higher priority than dead trees, unless the dead tree had safety issues. As mentioned above, this restriction
on cutting of trees in the firebreaks and landscaped areas was a technical drafting error, since removal of
diseased trees is allowed in the wildlands outside the firebreaks.

Another efficiency and inconsistency problem was that OSMA had set the upper size removal for
Douglas firs at 18” DBH, rather than 24” DBH, which is the Heritage designation for the Douglas fir.
This caused confusion with the vendors. But the biggest problem was the fact there are a number of
Douglas firs between the sizes of 18” and 24" that are diseased and dying. This means these trees were
left standing as brood trees to infect other healthy trees within Open Space, the FGII community and the
neighboring properties. OSMA is keeping a record of the diseased trees it needs permission to remove
and will discuss this issue with the Community Development Department. The issue of leaving diseased
trees makes it financially difficult to remove them at a later date as a standalone fuel reduction project.
This is because many of the diseased trees are in locations with poor access with no means of using
vehicles to get to the worksite. Vehicle access to the Open Space includes the issues of rocks, steep
slopes, fragile soil, inadequate access points, and OSMA has to be concerned about damaging the soil and
creating erosion issues. In some cases, the high and pyrophytic fuel loads from chaparral, trees, limbs, and
dead fuel on the ground may have to be removed by the vendors installing temporary Zip/High Wire
Lines to move the fuel to an area accessible by chippers and vehicles.

OSMA contacted the CDFG about the specific habitat dates for nesting season and was informed it was
from February 15" to August 15™ of each year. This precise timeframe should be inserted into the Design
Program language, rather than the generic reference to the season being typically between February and
August.

Management of Plan Element 4 — Grassland Management

OSMA weed abated nearly 65 acres of firebreaks, fire roads and trails with two passes of weed whackers.
The first pass was started on May 18, 2010 and completed on June 10, 2010. The first pass was delayed
beyond the normal start date because of the extended rainy season. The second pass of weed abatement
commenced on July 6, 2010 and was competed on July 23, 2010

OSMA operates under an approved plan with the Santa Rosa Fire Department. Because of the late start of
the first pass of weed whacking some of the grass exceeded 6° in height, and OSMA had to obtain an
approval from Santa Rosa Fire to extend the completion date of its original plan.

No major actions were taken for Grassland Management in the Wildlands, since they are not near
residences and comprise a very small part of the OSMA Open Space.

*
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Management of Plan Element 5 — Chaparral Management

OSMA performed three significant Chaparral Management projects during 2010 which totaled about 6.9
acres. They were:
1. 0.9 acres behind 4241 Chanate
2. 0.8 acres along Parkway from Daybreak to the project behind 4241 Chanate
3. 5.2 acres in the center of the Firebreak Island of FB14 bordered by Parker Hill, Crown Hill and
the cul-de-sacs of Crown Hill

Objectives for OSMA Chaparral Management:

OSMA developed three separate RFPs and solicited four vendors for these projects. Sandborn was
awarded the 4241 Chanate project and the Daybreak to Chanate project. Marizco Landscape
Management, Inc. did the work for the 5.2 acres of chaparral located in FB14.

The projects had an objective of reducing the fuel load by 50%, and to leave native plants existing after
the work is completed. An objective of the 50% target was to create a shaded fuel break to minimize
future maintenance, leave less room for invasives, and provide an area that will be suitable habitat for
animals. Although the target for fuel reduction is 50%, the initial clearing could exceed this amount where
brush was thick and had excessive dead wood. There is a priority for maintaining native plants, and it
includes most chaparral species, including coyote brush and scrub oak. In general most chaparral can be
kept in open areas where they are not ladder fuels, except Chamise is not being encouraged to remain
because of its pyrophytic issues. The RFPs that specified the work done on chaparral in FB14 and
Daybreak to Chanate projects will be posted on OSMA’s website within 60 days of the date of this report.

Vehicle Management and Equipment Management

A small bobcat was allowed on a portion of Open Space on the 4241 Chanate Project, but no vehicles
were used on Open Space for the other two chaparral projects. Marizco erected Zip Lines to move the fuel
to the chippers on paved areas. This was not only an efficient way to reduce their costs to perform the
work, but it minimized damage to the soil. This creative approach will be used on future projects where
trees or chaparral needs to be removed from Open Space.

Management of Plan Element 6 — Exotic and Noxious Vegetation

OSMA continued to take steps to reduce invasive, non-native plants, such as broom, pampas grass,
eucalyptus, acacia, Harding grass, thistle and star thistle. It plans to continue using a broadleaf chemical
that is not harmful to grasses to eliminate the common thistle. A stronger chemical is needed to remove
the star thistle.

Significant broom plants were removed in the two projects it had in 2010 from Daybreak to 4241
Chanate. It was also removed in FB12 alongside a natural area along Parker Hill Road.

OSMA is concerned about the aggressive nature of broom and has been studying additional areas to
remove this invasive plant in 2011 and future years.

OSMA has discussed contacting neighboring property owners to see if more people can be educated
about the invasive and fire safety issues of broom. If so, perhaps a concerted effort from many parties can
be engaged to reduce the number of such plants in Fountaingrove.
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Management of Plan Element 7 — Wildlife Management

OSMA respects the habitat of animals in its maintenance of the Open Space. It honors the habitat season
for doing tree work in Open Space. It consulted with California Fish and Game on several occasions
during 2010, and had a half day onsite visit with the CDFG representative in the area to review what
could be done near its waterways. During this visit, CDFG provided counsel and suggestions, plus
advised as to what type of protected species might be in the area.

Based upon input from CDFG, OSMA contacted a Biologist with whom OSMA contracted for a half day
review of its options in working during habitat season. Following this meeting, the Biologist
recommended that OSMA should try to do all of its work outside the habitat season due to the cost and
time it would take to clear trees for habitat because of the number/density of the trees in FGII Open
Space.

When doing fuel reduction work in FB14 for Chaparral, OSMA discovered several nests of the Dusky
Footed Woodrat. These nests were left intact as the Woodrat is part of the food chain for hawks, owls and

foxes.

When doing tree work in Firebreak 2, OSMA created 13 Habitat Trees (snags) from trees that were dead,
or prescribed for removal. The trees have attracted birds, including a very large hawk that has been
enjoyed by the community. Habitat trees will continue to be created as OSMA removes trees in Open
Space. OSMA is targeting a minimum of two Habitat Trees per acre, with one being in excess of 16”
DBH.

Management of Plan Element 8 — Fire and Fuel Management

OSMA has a very active fire and safety program. The Santa Rosa Fire Department continues to consider
it a role model for its proactive action. OSMA completed a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)
in October 2009 and this enabled them to become a Firewise Community that same month. FGII and Sea
Ranch are the only communities in Sonoma County that have achieved this status. OSMA’s CWPP was
drafted by a Vegetation Specialist with Sonoma Fire and was approved by Santa Rosa Fire and Cal Fire at
both the local and State level. The approval of Cal Fire at the State level was required for OSMA to be
awarded the status of a national Firewise Community for Fountaingrove II. To maintain its Firewise
status, OSMA must resubmit an application that shows it has continued its fire safe practices and that it
held an Annual Meeting with its member residents. A copy of the Firewise Minutes of the October 27,
2010 meeting is attached as an exhibit.

OSMA plans to update its CWPP in 2011, and have a Stakeholders Meeting of interested parties, such as
Santa Rosa Fire, Cal Fire, Sonoma Fire, OSMA’s Board and Fire and Safety Committee, adjacent HOA'’s,
CDFG, Santa Rosa Parks and other interested organizations or departments of the City.

OSMA'’s fire safety measures are interrelated with its management of the Woodlands and Chaparral, and
more detailed information is noted in these sections of the report.

One action taken in 2010 not noted above was the limbing up of approximately 450 conifers in its
landscaped areas. Four vendors were solicited for this work and Fine Tree Care was awarded the contract.

f
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Management of Plan Element 9 — Erosion and Sedimentation Control

Erosion and land slippage is constantly encountered. OSMA restricts access to its Open Space to foot
traffic as much as possible, and does not allow vendors access without permission, and a review of their
plan to protect the Open Space. It does not allow homeowners to access open space with vehicles,
including bicycles. If it discovers misuse of the Open Space by vehicles or bicycles, it notifies the
residents near the area, and will levy fines per its published schedule if the offender can be identified.

In 2010 OSMA repaired a failed V Ditch alongside the residence of 3783 Dafford Court that was
approximately 250 feet long.

OSMA is involved in ongoing discussions with one homeowner about water that appears to be coming
from their lot and draining onto an Open Space area that needs to remain accessible as a fire lane.

At its January 17, 2011 Board Meeting, several erosion issues were discussed, and the Board authorized
the hiring of a geological engineering firm to look at several issues, including: (1) drainage from several
residences onto Open Space, development of sink holes and soil settlement off Parker Hill, and settlement
above the Parkway across from Kendall Hill. OSMA will have the engineering firm proceed with two
drainage issues. Upon reviewing this input, OSMA will decide how to proceed with other issues that have
been noticed during its maintenance of Open Space.
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Certification of 2010 Annual Report by Fountaingrove I1 Open Space Maintenance Association

To the best of our knowledge and understanding, this Annual Report of Fountaingrove I Open Space
Maintenance Association is herein certified, under penalty of perjury, to represent a complete and
accurate report of all major issues during the year ending December 31, 2010 required to be disclosed
under the most recent governing Use Permits and Design Program for its Open Space. To the best of
our knowledge and understanding, it includes all supporting reports from Qualified Authorities that
were required to provide a certification regarding the cutting, removal or alteration of any standing
trees for work performed during the year ending December 31, 2010.

With authority of the Board of Directors of the Fountaingrove I Open Space Maintenance Association,
this Annual Report is signed and certified by:

Yy

Dennis Searles, Board President
Fountaingrove II Open Space Maintenance Association
February 1, 2011

e
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Exhibits

Letter to Association members dated November 19, 2010 providing an update on projects
Minutes of Annual Firewise Meeting held October 27, 2010

OSMA Schedule of Fines and Enforcement Policy, as amended May, 19, 2010

Urban Forestry Associates, Inc. (UFA) January 30. 2011 Certification as Qualified Authority for
recommendations to OSMA for work completed by OSMA in Year 2010 — with its Exhibits:
Prescription Recommendations for Tree Work in Firebreak 2

Prescription Recommendations for Tree Work in Firebreak 14

Prescription Recommendations for Tree Work in Firebreak 3

Prescription Recommendations for Tree Work in Firebreaks 10 and 13

Summary of 2010 Tree Removals from UFA Certification Reports dated August 31. 2011
and January 30, 2011

Hazard Assessment Reports prepared on 4 trees by UFA on November 29" and 30" 2010 that
were approved by Santa Rosa Fire for emergency removal for safety reasons, per e-mail
approval which is attached

7. UFA’s Certification and Prescription Recommendations for 4241 Project

Cow>
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Exhibits for both OSMA and UFA Qualified Authority Reports

Design Program for Fountaingrove Il Open Space Management amended as of April 15, 2010

Use Permit approving April 15, 2010 changes to Design Program for Fountaingrove II

R e e e e e e ey

Fountaingrove Il Open Space Maintenance Association www.Fountaingrovell.com
3936 Mayette Avenue Santa Rosa, CA 95405 707 544-9443




